              Bienvenidos a la clase de ESPAÑOL   

                      Sra. Heide DeMorris

                  hdemorris@northsalemschools.org
Course Title:  Spanish IV / SUNY I
Teacher: Señora DeMorris

Course Description/ Overview/ Objectives:
Spanish IV/V/SUNY I is conducted in Spanish and at a mature level.  The course is intended to aid in the student’s further development of their communicative fluency, structural/idiomatic accuracy, and cultural awareness.  
The main objective of Spanish IV/SUNY I is to continue to develop skills in the four areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the Spanish language. Your ability to communicate in and comprehend Spanish will develop along with your knowledge of the vocabulary and grammatical structures of the language.  Acquisition and mastery of these skills are enhanced within the context of the study of different topics of Hispanic culture. These topics include: Differing Concepts of Family, the Geography and Demography of Spanish America, and the History of U.S. Relations with Latin America. Course includes short compositions and videos to be seen outside of class. Students are expected to participate in all class activities. Spanish is the language of instruction. 
Instructional materials, activities, assignments and assessments are appropriate to this level, and include a variety of authentic audio and video recordings to develop students’ listening abilities.  Authentic texts from various sources (magazines, literary works of all periods, newspapers and the Internet) are instrumental in developing a high level of reading skills.  Moreover, students are required to improve their speaking skills in a variety of settings, types of discourse, topics, and registers on a regular basis.  Equally important are the frequent and regular writing assignments, wherein the students must write a “redacción” (at least three times a month) on a variety of topics, being careful to use precise linking terms which they must master early on in the course.  The underlying structure of Spanish IV/SUNY I ensures that all four skills of the students are improved to a degree that will enable them to not only continue studying Spanish , but also gain the mastery that is crucial to pursue more advanced levels of Spanish.

MATERIALS  NEEDED FOR CLASS by Wednesday, September 12, 2011


Folder with 2 pockets for assignment sheets, grades, returned work, 

                         note cards, post its: 

           Binder: 8 sections:

                          Grammar, Verbs, Vocabulary, Listening, Speaking/Reading, Culture, Class Notes, Video 


Blank paper for notes/ impromptu quizzes


Spanish Dictionary
I suggest that you purchase a good Spanish/Spanish or Spanish/English dictionary.  Additionally, you will benefit from a Spanish verb conjugating book (201 or 501 Spanish Verbs).

Text Titles:  

Puntos de partida: An Invitation to Spanish, with Online Learning Center Bind-in Card.  8th ed.  Knorre, et al.  Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2008.

Supplementary Material to Accompany “Puntos de partida, 8th ed.”  7th ed.  Sharon Foerster and Jean Miller.  Boston: McGraw-Hill Custom Publishing, 2008.

You will need access to the Internet (on or off campus) for the Puntos de partida website http://www.mhhe.com/puntos8,   the online learning center:

http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/spanish/puntos/puntos_image.mhtml , 

 and the Sol y Viento website http://www.mhhe.com/solyviento plus other course materials (including audio and video files, activities, PowerPoint slides, etc.).

E-mail account: As a way to have better communication and to help you with your questions, you need to have an e-mail account. It is preferable that you have a g-mail account, that way you can take advantage of our class’s Google calendar
 In addition to the above-mentioned texts, selected works of a variety of renowned Spanish and Hispanic authors, including García-Lorca, Matute, Borges, Neruda and García-Marquez will be read.   Also, various websites will be used to enhance cultural awareness and promote fluency.

Expectations and Policies: 

Participation in class is essential and it is directly tied to attendance. Not being in class is no excuse for failing to turn in assignments and/or homework. You are expected to be present on time and for the duration of the class. 

Throughout the course students are expected to: 

1. Read the assigned grammar before coming to class. 

2. Do the corresponding assignments and turn them in to the instructor at the beginning of the class. 

3. Arrive and attend class punctually. 

4. Do the assigned exercises in the Puntos de partida workbook. 

5. Be ready to participate in all class activities. 

6. Take all the examinations on the scheduled dates. 

7. Pronounce Spanish with accuracy. 

8. Write sentences, phrases, and paragraphs. 

9. Make oral presentations. 

10. Speak Spanish at an intermediate elementary level as regards pronunciation and stress, grammar, syntax, word order, and vocabulary. 

11. Compare and contrast English and Spanish structure, especially as they reflect the culture and society of the peoples who speak each language. Language is both linguistic and cultural 

12. Evaluate, compare, contrast, and analyze Spanish and Hispanic culture. 

Homework Policy:  

The primary purpose for assigning homework is to give the student additional practice in developing language competence.  It obviously takes more time to learn a foreign language than the 40 minutes available in the daily school schedule.  Homework is either oral preparation, written work, or reading for understanding.  Homework is always given with the assurance that the particular assignment is designed to help the student attain the objectives of the lesson.  It should be stressed that homework always bears directly on the next day's class and is, therefore, an integral part of the student's daily responsibility. Homework will be Collected.  Spelling is an important part of learning another language, so write neatly.  Late assignments are not accepted for credit for any reason other than legal absence.  

Chronic negligence in doing homework will result in a parental conference.

*  Student work should reflect their best effort.  It should be neat and labeled with a proper heading.  Work that is messy, doodled on, ripped or torn will not be accepted.  Please be sure to remove spiral edges.
Example of the Proper Heading: 

Name 







Date

4/SUNYI-(class period)




Assignment

**  The only assignments that will be accepted late, for reduced credit, are long term assignments such as projects.  

  Examination Policy
- Regular quizzes: oral, written and listening.

- Chapter tests

- Oral work (recitation, class participation, presentations)

· Quizzes will be given once a week.  Occasional “pop” quizzes of vocabulary/grammar will be given to check students’ understanding of assignments.  Therefore, you must study/review on a daily basis.   

· Tests will be given at the completion of each chapter.  

** Plagiarism and “cheating, including but not limited to representing someone else’s work as one’s own; using unauthorized oral or written assistance for a quiz, test or other assignment; illegally obtaining tests in advance, knowingly providing another student with the opportunity to cheat; and other forms of unauthorized collusion” will not be tolerated.  (North Salem School District Code of Conduct, 2007)  Copying homework from a friend and/or using translating sites on the web or from other sources are also considered forms of cheating.  They too will result in an automatic zero.  

Grading Policy:  The student’s grade will be weighted as follows:


40% Written:  tests/quizzes/ in-class assignments 


30% listening quizzes/ class activities 


20% speaking quizzes/class activities


10% homework

Attendance:
Taken daily.  The names of absent students will be referred to the office.  The district cut policy will be strictly enforced.  You should understand that frequent or extended absences will not allow you to develop your oral skills and will therefore influence the teacher's evaluation of your in-class oral performance.  
Homework, quizzes and tests missed due to a legal absence are to be made up within a 5 days after the student’s return to class.  It is your responsibility to find out what you miss.  Make an appointment for make-ups as soon as you return to school from your illness.  Any test, quiz, or other assignments missed due to an illegal absence will result in a zero.  Make sure you keep this in mind should you chose to miss school or cut class on such a date.
PLANNED ABSENCES: 

(Legally absent or in school or with scheduled appointment, but not in class.)
If you have an legally excused field trip, scheduled  appointment  or college visit and will miss class: THE TEST, PROJECT, Quiz. or ASSIGNED Homework MUST BE DONE BEFORE YOU LEAVE. 

Tardiness
Each student is expected to be on time for class.  You cannot participate in class discussions and/or activities if you are not present.  Students must be in the classroom and seated when the bell rings.  Any student not in the room and seated will be considered late.  Tardiness, except in unusual circumstances, will not be tolerated as it disrupts students and teacher alike.  

Other Pertinent Information






	· 
	Students are required to maintain an orderly binder containing class notes, homework assignments, handouts, and tests and quizzes.

	· 
	Extra help is available in room C-207 on Tuesday and room C-204   on Thursday afternoons from 2:15 - 2:55 p.m.  Take advantage of SGA – Small Group Assistance – for additional help.  Please see the SGA Master List and come at the assigned time for “DeMorris” posted on the schedule.  You may also see any other Spanish teacher listed on the SGA schedule.



SIGN, DETACH AND RETURN the bottom portion of this page by September 12th.  

I have read and understood the guidelines for Spanish IV.  I agree to abide by them and work to the best of my ability to achieve the objectives of this class.
Signed by student:________________________________________________________
PRINT YOUR NAME_____________________________________________ Class________

Parents' Signature ________________________________________________

Date:____________

